Solar Spectrum Basics
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SUNLIGHT CAN BE:

ABSORBED (TAKEN IN)
Example: dark-colored objects get warmer. Lighter colored objects stay cooler.

REFLECTED (CHANGES DIRECTION)
Example: mirror, water surface, white object, shiny surface
Often measured as ALBEDO- how much light an object reflects.

REFRACTED, DIFFRACTED (BENT)
Example: light through water, telescopes lens, rainbow, sunbow

CONCENTRATED (FOCUSED)
Example: magnifying glass, microscope, telescope

SCATTERED (SPREAD OUT)
Example: blue sky, red sunset



